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LSF’s MISSION:  
is to promote, 
through 
education, the 
knowledge, skills, 
values, 
perspectives  
and practices 
essential to a 
sustainable 
future 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LSF BEGINNINGS: Founded in 1991 by a diverse group of youth, educators, business leaders, government and community members, LSF is a non-profitCanadian organization that was created to integrate sustainability education into Canada’s education systems.LSF’s REACH: LSF facilitates the delivery of sustainable development education programs and resources to teachers and students across Canada. Atthe end of 2007, LSF had achieved the goal of reaching over 150,000 Canadians. Our goal is to increase this number to more than 200,000by the end of 2008.LSF’s TEAM: LSF’s team is comprised of a strong Board of Directors representing government, educators, industry, civil society and youth; experiencedstaff; consultants and partners from across the country; classroom teachers; and graduate researchers from leading Canadian universities.  Although the head office is at York University, LSF has consultants all across the country.



 Research to advance innovative 
policies, standards and practice 
 

 Reorient teaching/learning  
toward active,  
responsible citizenship 
 

 Foster sustainable communities 
linking education to action 
 

 Support collaborative initiatives,  
networks and champions 

 

Strategic Initiatives 



We are now on a path that is 
clearly unsustainable (climate 
change, social inequity, waste, 
overconsumption, health, etc.) 

Can humankind learn to live 
differently on this planet so 
current and future generations 
can have a (good) life? 

The Challenge of Sustainability for the 
21st Century is Primarily Educational 
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“We are currently preparing students for jobs and 
technologies that don’t yet exist ... in order to solve 
problems we don’t even know are problems yet.” 

 
SHIFT HAPPENS 

“We are currently preparing students  
for jobs and technologies that don’t yet exist ...  
in order to solve problems we don’t even know  
are problems yet.”                                                                               SHIFT HAPPENS 

• Top 10 in-demand jobs for 2010 did not exist in 2004 
• Today’s learners will have had 10 – 14 jobs by the time 

they reach age 38 
• 2.7 billion Google searches are performed each month.  

To whom were these questions asked before Google? 
• Half of what students learn in their first year of college 

will be out of date by 3rd year 
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• To prepare students to be 
responsible, active citizens, 
innovators, entrepreneurs, 
employees and consumers 

• To equip students with the skills 
and values to address complex 
economic, social, and 
environmental challenges. 

• To engage students academically,      
intellectually and socially 

 
 

 

What is the 
Purpose of Education? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 To prepare students to be responsible, active citizens, innovators, entrepreneurs,  employees and customers of tomorrow. To equip students with the knowledge,   skills and attitudes to address complex   economic, social, and environmental   challenges. To provide a real world context for    initiatives around numeracy and literacy,    character education, environmental   education, etc. 



 Traditional                       Tranformational 

Transformational Education  
for the 21st Century 

 
• Primarily for Employment 
 
• Information Transfer 
 
• Passive 

 
• Textbook 

 
• Within the classroom   

 
• For Responsible Citizenship 
 
• Information mining/analysis;  

 
• Active 

 
• Authentic 

 
• Outside the classroom in the 

community 



• What does teaching for 
responsible, active 
citizenship look like? 

  
• How do we move toward 
the type of learning that  
fosters responsible  
citizenship? 

Moving to transformational 
teaching  for responsible  
citizenship 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show a brief video to illustrate the type of education we’re trying to work toward. For example, http://www.nfb.ca/film/hope_builders_trailer



Moving beyond the What 
to the HOW: Learning 

Methodologies 

Not new—from best practices in 
educational literature: 

• Environmental Education 
• Constructivism and brain-based 

learning 
• Multiple intelligences 
• Girls and science research 
• Boys and reading research 
• Authentic Instruction and 

Assessment 
• ….. 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What learning strategies best contribute to students becoming engaged and active citizens involved in achieving environmental, social and economic sustainability?To answer that question we turned to best practices in education literature.environmental education in its many forms and theories. Of particular note was the observation that these strategies are common to many other fields of education research and practice.  These are the strategies that are arising as our understanding of informed practice, important to all educators and all students.What arose were seven interrelated strategies.  They support a broad shift or transformation of learning from linear information transfer to student engagement in the complexity of the world and its challenges.



• Integration/Interdisciplinary Learning 
 

• Following an Inquiry Path 
 

• Connecting Learning to the Real 
World  
 

• Considering Alternative Perspectives  
 

• Using Local Experiences- The 
Community as Classroom 
 

• Acting on Learning 
     
• Sharing Responsibility for Learning 

with Students  

7 Strategies 
for ESD 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For  more information about the seven strategies, visit www.lsf-lst.ca. The full document and the executive summary can be found here:http://www.lsf-lst.ca/en/projects/teacher-resources/professional-development/dots



Connecting the Dots:7 Strategies for ESD 



Visualizing Acting on Learning 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LSF has identified resources on R4R.ca and developed workshops and resources for teachers in support of these strategiesEngaging Students in Sustainability Action Project – 12 step guide and workshop



Learning for the Future: Competencies for ESD 
   www.unece.org/en/esd.html   

 
Essential Characteristics of ESD 
 
A holistic approach - integrative thinking, inclusivity and dealing with complexity 
Envisioning change -learn from the past, inspire engagement in the present and 
explore alternative futures 
Achieving transformation – of what it means to be an educator, of approaches to 
teaching and learning, and of the education system as a whole 
 

Categories of Learning Experiences 
 
Learning to know –understanding the challenges facing society locally & globally 
Learning to do – developing practical skills and action competences 
Learning to live together - appreciation of interdependence, pluralism, mutual 
understanding and peace 
Learning to be – the development of one’s personal attributes and ability to act 
with greater autonomy, judgment and person responsibility  
 
 



• Free online database  
(www.r4r.ca)  

• Over 950 lesson plans, 
children’s literature and 
videos  

• Searchable by grade, 
subject, unit, theme 

• Reviewed by teachers 
against 9 sustainability and 
11 pedagogy principles  
 
 

Resources for 
Rethinking Database 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finding good, ready-made resources to help with your program a. Overview of Resources for Rethinking: www.r4r.ca. See slides #18 & 19 and notes within PowerPoint document. Facilitatorb. Go to the website on your own computer and demonstrate a search on the presentation screen using an LCD projector.  Sample demonstration search:Enter: BC, Grade 10, Climate changeSearchChoose Energy TrailShow general assessment, then themes, then curriculumRight side shows author, organization, fundingGo to full review:Pull down sustainability education principlesPull down pedagogical approachesPull down curriculumPick Alberta, grade 9, outdoor education 
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Finding good, ready-made resources to help with your program a. Overview of Resources for Rethinking: www.r4r.ca. See slides #18 & 19 and notes within PowerPoint document. Facilitatorb. Go to the website on your own computer and demonstrate a search on the presentation screen using an LCD projector.  Sample demonstration search:Enter: BC, Grade 10, Climate changeSearchChoose Energy TrailShow general assessment, then themes, then curriculumRight side shows author, organization, fundingGo to full review:Pull down sustainability education principlesPull down pedagogical approachesPull down curriculumPick Alberta, grade 9, outdoor education 



 
 

Linking Education  
to Action 



The Way Forward 
• No single discipline/group/  
  teacher can do it all 
• Every discipline/group/teacher  
  can contribute something 
• move teaching from “sage on the 
stage” to coach 
• find progressive teacher 
placements 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We go into detail about how to cultivate responsible citizenship and build sustainable communities in modules B and C.



• Focus energy on skills, attitudes that    promote 
responsible citizenship 

• View entire curriculum through a sustainability lens 
• Place pairs of BEd students in progressive 

classrooms 
• Use seven strategies that support transformation: 

• Inquiry     
• Integrated Learning 
• Acting on Learning 
• Locally-focused learning 
• Considering Alternative Perspectives 
• Real World Connections 
• Sharing Responsibility for Learning with Students 

 
 

What to Do? 



If you are thinking a year ahead, sow a seed, 
If you are thinking ten years ahead, plant a tree. 

If you are thinking one hundred years ahead,  
educate the people. 

KUAN TZU  CHINESE POET  C. 500 B.C. 

 

Implications 



Contact: 
 
 
 

Pamela Schwartzberg 
Executive Director, LSF 

pam@lsf-lst.ca 
 

1 877 250 8202 
 
 

www.lsf-lst.ca 
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