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●​ The Return of the Sea Otter (Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve) 

●​ Sea Garden Restoration (Coast Salish First Nations) 

Water Stewardship Initiatives 

●​ Assembly of First Nations leads a Water Stewardship initiative focused on 

safeguarding water resources and marine biodiversity. This initiative 

encompasses various aspects, including marine conservation through the 

establishment of Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs), 

advocacy for sustainable development aligned with the United Nations’ 

Sustainable Development Goals, and efforts to protect water sources from 

threats such as nuclear waste. The AFN emphasizes the integration of First 

Nations’ rights, traditional knowledge, and self-determination in water 

governance and stewardship.  

●​ Mother Earth Water Walk was founded by Josephine Mandamine, an 

Anishinaabe Grandmother, along with several other community members, in 

an effort to bring awareness to society's negligence towards water. Over nearly 

15 years, this group walked over 16’000 kilometers, traversing the shorelines of 

the Great Lakes all over North America. 

●​ The Indigenous Leadership Initiative leads the Guardians program, which 

empowers Indigenous communities to protect and manage their traditional 

lands and waters. Guardians serve as environmental stewards, monitoring 

wildlife, preserving ecosystems, and addressing climate challenges through 

Indigenous knowledge and scientific research. The program also supports 
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https://parks.canada.ca/nature/science/autochtones-indigenous/loutre-otter
https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/bc/gulf/nature/restauration-restoration/jardins-de-la-mer-sea-gardens
https://afn.ca/environment/water-stewardship/
https://www.motherearthwaterwalk.com/
https://www.ilinationhood.ca/guardians


 

cultural revitalization, sustainable economic opportunities, and stronger 

governance over natural resources. 

●​ Ohneganos is an Indigenous water research, training and education program. 

They have developed educational tools and resources that integrate two-eyed 

seeing, as well as gathering narratives, photos, and videos from community 

members to highlight and preserve important waterways. 

●​ Decolonizing Water is an Indigenous-led research initiative focused on water 

governance and stewardship. The program works to integrate Indigenous 

knowledge with Western scientific approaches, promoting community-led 

solutions to water management. Their work highlights the ecological, cultural, 

and spiritual significance of water while advocating for Indigenous water 

rights. 

●​ Keepers of the Water is a grassroots movement dedicated to protecting 

freshwater resources across the North. Since 2006, they have brought 

together Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities to advocate for 

watershed conservation, policy change, and sustainable water management. 

Their gatherings and initiatives emphasize the sacredness of water and the 

need for collective stewardship. 

●​ The Sacred Relationship is a project developed by the Native Counselling 

Services of Alberta that explores the connection between reconciliation and 

water protection. Through a documentary, curriculum resources, and public 

policy research, the initiative fosters understanding between Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous perspectives on water. Guided by Cree Elders and scientists, 

the program highlights the cultural and spiritual significance of water 

stewardship. 

●​ The One Drop Foundation’s Indigenous Water Allyship (IWA) is a seven-year 

initiative (2023–2030) co-designed with First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 

communities across Canada. The program aims to improve living conditions 

and health through enhanced knowledge and equitable access to safe water. 
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https://www.ohneganos.com/
https://decolonizingwater.ca/
https://www.keepersofthewater.ca/
https://www.sacredrelationship.ca/
https://www.onedrop.org/en/projects/the-indigenous-water-allyship/


 

The first phase, the Indigenous Youth, Art and Water Initiative (IYAWI), 

empowers Indigenous youth to address water-related challenges through 

artistic expression and community engagement. Led by the Centre for 

Indigenous Environmental Resources (CIER), IYAWI supports youth 

ambassadors in creating social art projects that highlight the significance of 

water and advocate for improved water conditions in their communities. 

Other Resources 

●​ Water is Life is an educational resource for youth that explores the cultural, 

environmental, and social importance of water in Indigenous communities. It 

includes lesson plans on water’s significance, clean water access issues, and 

Indigenous women as water protectors. 

●​ The Decolonial Atlas can be used as a search tool to find the original names of 

many waterways and landmarks across Turtle Island. 

●​ Google Earth can be used to study waterways virtually using satellite imagery. 

●​ Mghydro Watershed App can be used to discover watersheds relative to 

specific waterways, and generate detailed reports based on the selected 

location. 
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https://cangeoeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Water-is-Life_EN-1.pdf
https://decolonialatlas.wordpress.com/
https://earth.google.com/web/
https://mghydro.com/watersheds/
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